75 percent in the Yukon-Kuskokwim delta. In the 1950's, tuberculosis continued to be the major health problem of Alaskan natives and was particularly serious in the delta region.
From 1953 to 1956, the average annual tuber¬ culosis mortality rate in that area was 282 per 100,000, and as recently as 1957, 30 percent of adults had X-ray evidence of past or present pulmonary tuberculosis (7) .
In spite of the severity of the tuberculosis epidemic along the lower Yukon and Kusko¬ kwim Rivers, a situation which has few rivals in medical literature, there is evidence that the disease is at last being brought under control. Not only have tuberculosis mortality and case rates fallen sharply, but even more significant for the future of tuberculosis control, there has been a marked decrease in the risk of acquiring new infections. So dramatic is this reduction that children whose parents were decimated by tuberculosis may well live to see it become a rare disease.
Materials and Methods
The Yukon-Kuskokwim delta is a roughly triangular area, with the Yukon River along its northern border, the Kuskokwim River along the southeast, and the Bering Sea on the southwest ( fig. 1 ). About figure 2 suggest that the infec- 
